
 

           September 25, 2025 
 
The Utility Board of Trustees of Laurens, Iowa met in regular session at the Municipal Building, 272 N. 
Third Street, Laurens, Iowa, at 3:00 p.m. on the above date.  Present were Trustees Kelly Horsman, 
Jerry Runneberg, and Ben Storms.  Also present were Greg Fritz, CEO of North Iowa Municipal Electric 
Cooperative Association (NIMECA) and General Manager Chad Cleveland. 
 
Motion by Trustee Horsman and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to amend the agenda for the 
September 25, 2025 regular meeting by adding item 13b – Set Date for October Regular Board 
meeting.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Horsman to authorize and approve the 
Confidentiality Agreement by and between IPPA, MRES, NIMECA, SIMECA, and such cities, municipal 
electric utilities, joint-action agencies, and/or electric power agencies which are, or in the future 
become, a signatory to the Agreement, regarding electric transmission planning and construction and 
critical energy infrastructure, and to authorize and direct the Chairman and Secretary to execute and 
deliver the Confidentiality Agreement.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg that pursuant to Iowa Code Sections 21.5(1)(a), 388.9(1), and 21.5(1)(k), 
the Board at this time go into closed session to review or discuss records which are required or 
authorized by state or federal law to be kept confidential; to discuss proprietary information and 
information required by a noncustomer contracting party to be kept confidential pursuant to a 
nondisclosure agreement which relates to electric transmission planning and construction and critical 
energy infrastructure; and to discuss information contained in records in the custody of a governmental 
body that are confidential records pursuant to section 22.7, subsection 50. 
 
Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Horsman, Runneberg, and Storms  Nays:  None 
 
Chairman Storms stated the motion is approved to go into closed session.  The time is 3:08 p.m. on 
September 25, 2025 and the closed session is titled:  IPPA Update 
 
Chairman Storms stated the closed session titled IPPA Update is now ended.  The time is 3:52 p.m. 
 
Greg Fritz went over some of the main issues NIMECA is dealing with this year (Generation, 
Transmission, and Environmental Issues) and then went over some historical data showing the kWh 
usage for the past 5 years.  No action was taken. 
 
Motion by Trustee Horsman and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to approve the minutes of the August 
28, 2025 regular board meeting.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Horsman to approve the summary of receipts 
and list of expenses for July 2025.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Summary of Receipts 
A/R- Electric      $   234,469.51 
A/R- Communications     $     38,715.60 
Merchandise/Services- Electric   $       1,494.00 
Carrier Access Fees- Communications  $       2,239.60 
NIMECA Power Bill- Electric    $     16,447.88 
Investments Accrued Interest- Electric  $     16,423.12 
VECTOR Dues – Reimbursed VECTOR  $       9,074.00 
E-Rate Reimbursement- Communications  $            61.20 
Deposits- Electric     $          575.00 
Deposits- Communications    $          282.00 
RESCO Patronage- Electric    $          586.36 



 

Marathon Energy Sales- Electric   $     10,645.29 
E911 Fees- Communications    $          643.26 
Tower Leases- Communications   $       2,191.09 
Attachment H Revenues- Electric   $     27,990.23 
Broadband Lifeline Support- Internet   $              9.00 
Voice Lifeline Support- Telephone   $            11.00 
Fuel Tax Refund- Electric    $          237.23 
Fuel Tax Refund- Communications   $          129.40 
Total Cash Receipts     $   362,224.77 
 
List of Expenses 
A&M Laundry    Dust Mops & Mats     $            89.28 
AFLAC     Employee Contributions    $          142.86 
Aureon     CALEA/SS7/Transport/Switching   $          135.10 
Calix Inc    Operations Cloud/Service Cloud/Foundation  $       1,761.22 
City of Laurens   Utility Billing      $     94,844.62 
Cleveland, Chad   Meeting Expense     $            23.10 
Customers    Credit Refunds     $          181.85 
Department of Energy   WAPA Power Bill     $     38,739.10 
Echo Group    LED Flood Lights for City    $          594.81 
Employee Benefit Systems  Self-Funding Administration    $          120.00 
Employee Benefit Systems  Self-Funding Claims     $          333.27 
Gordon Flesch Company  Copier Usage True-up    $            37.60 
Grainger    Impact Driver/Misc Supplies    $          293.80 
HCP Splicing Services  Fiber Splicing – Security Cameras   $          385.00 
Internal Revenue Services  Payroll Taxes      $       9,669.48 
Iowa Department of Revenue  Sales Tax      $       3,982.93 
Iowa One Call    Locates      $            24.30 
Laurens Chamber of Commerce Corn Hole Board Sponsor    $          150.00 
Laurens House of Print  Late Notices/Paper     $          128.40 
Laurens Plumbing   Misc Supplies      $            62.02 
Laurens Sun    Publications/Advertising    $          850.18 
Long Lines    Transport Fees     $          170.00 
LumenServe    Tower Lighting Monitoring    $          316.24 
Mid America Computer Corporation Utility Billing      $          947.36 
NIMECA    Annual MRES Settlement Payment   $       8,656.65 
Paymentus Group Inc   CC Processing Fees- Communications  $          183.97 
Paymentus Group Inc   CC Processing Fees- Electric    $          183.66 
Payroll     Hourly, Salaried, & Overtime    $     24,518.88 
PLIC-SBD Grand Island  Group Life/Disability Insurance   $          629.83 
Pro Cooperative   Vehicle Fuel      $          302.19 
Qwest dba CenturyLink-IA  Access Charges     $            95.15 
RESCO    LED Cobra Head Fixtures    $       1,281.36 
RSM US LLP    Network Support/Duo/Sophos   $       3,015.20 
Schultz, Ethan    Tuition Reimbursement    $          625.00 
Secure Shred Solutions  Paper Shredding     $            27.00 
Siepker Auto Repair   Vehicle Maintenance     $            83.66 
Stuart C Irby    Distribution Transformers    $     10,571.60 
TP Anderson & Company  Surplus Funds Calculation    $          130.00 
US Cardsystems   Consulting Fees     $          149.95 
Verizon    Wireless Phone Service    $          155.55 
Visa     Office Supplies/Tools     $          179.56 
Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield Group Health Insurance    $     12,435.94 
     Total Expenses     $   217,207.67 



 

The Board reviewed the Utility Fund Report, Income Statement, and balance sheet for July 2025.  The 
Board also reviewed the July and August 2025 Investment Schedule.  No action was taken. 
 
Trustee Horsman introduced the following Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 
PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY AND AUTHORIZE ALL ACTIONS NECESSARY TO COMPLETE 
THE TRANSACTION” and moved that it be adopted.  Trustee Runneberg seconded the motion to 
adopt, and the roll being called thereon, the vote was as follows: 
 
  Ayes: Horsman, Runneberg, and Storms  Nays: None. 
 
Whereupon, Chairman Storms declared the Resolution duly adopted as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY AND AUTHORIZE 
ALL ACTIONS NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THE TRANSACTION 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Laurens Municipal Power & Communications of 
the City of Laurens, Iowa 50554: 
 
 Section 1.  That Laurens Municipal Power & Communications (the “Utility”) shall agree to 
purchase the real property described in the Real Estate Purchase Agreement with Pocahontas County, 
Iowa for $10,860.00. 
 
 Section 2.  That the Board Chairman of the Utility is authorized to sign the Real Estate Purchase 
Agreement. 
 
 Section 3.  That the Board Chairman, General Manager, and administrative officers of the Utility 
are authorized to take all actions necessary to complete the above-described transaction, including 
execution of ancillary documents. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 25th day of September, 2025. 
          Ben Storms   
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Attest: Chad Cleveland 
 Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 
Motion by Trustee Runneberg and seconded by Trustee Horsman to approve and authorize the 
Chairman to sign Change Order #1 for the Generation Plant Fuel System Modifications Project.   
Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
The Board reviewed the health insurance renewal information provided by Woodley Insurance.  No 
action was taken. 
 
Discussion was held on purchasing a used or new digger derrick truck with a bucket on it to replace the 
old digger derrick and boom truck.  No action was taken. 
 
Motion by Trustee Horsman and seconded by Trustee Runneberg to change the October Board 
meeting date from Thursday, October 23, 2025 to Wednesday, October 22, 2025.  The meeting will still 
start at 3:00 p.m.  Ayes:  All.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 
 
          Ben Storms   
          Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Attest: Chad Cleveland 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 


